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much a secret document on the shelves of a public
library, as it had been when hidden away for thirty-
four years after Madame d'Epinay's death, before the
publication of the Memoirs; and when locked away
from investigators for sixty-seven years afterwards, first
of all by Brunet, and afterwards by M. Moselmann and
by Madame Gouetti. Nevertheless the question of
whether the printed edition of the Memoirs fairly repro-
duces the original work is one that can be finally settled
only by the examination of this manuscript; whilst by
its comparison with the Archives and Arsenal manu-
scripts, all doubts (if any still remained) as to Grimm's
intentions about the publication of the work are extin-
guished.

The first result of this comparison proves the reason
for the existence of the two manuscripts. JBrunet's manu-
script is unmistakably the fair copy made from the
corrected cahiers of the original work. All the correc-
tions and interpolations which disfigure the old folios of
the Archives and Arsenal manuscripts are found neatly
reproduced in the copy re-written for the purposes of
publication. The extremely clear and careful hand-
writing of Brunet's manuscript can be identified as that
of one of Grimm's secretaries, employed by him for the
Correspondance Litteraire; arid whom we know to have
borne the name of Mailly, because amongst Grimm's
papers preserved at the Archives are receipts signed by
this same Mailly, acknowledging the payment to him, on
Grimm's account, by Meister, of different sums owing to
him in consideration of copies of the Correspondance
Litteraire made for the Empress Catherine.

It becomes evident that if Grimm charged himself
with the expense of having this tremendously long
manuscript of 2,300 pages copied by such an excellent
penman as Mailly, he did it with the view of preparing the
work for future production. But it was not only money
the ordinarily cautious Grimm was willing to sacrifice, to
serve the end he had in view. The facts prove to usl months. And, here, too, it wasier-
